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         INTRODUCTION  

 Election is a mechanism by which people can choose their representatives at regular 

intervals and change them if they wish to.  

 Elections are a democratic way of selecting representatives.  

 Elections help voters to choose representatives who will make laws for them, form 

the government and take major decisions.  

 In the state elections of Haryana of 1987, Chaudhary Devi Lal formed a new party 

Lok Dal against the Congress.  

 In his manifesto,  he promised to waive off the loans of the farmers and small 

businessman.  

 Devi Lal won the elections and became the Chief minister. He immediately waived 

off the loans. However, in the next elections of 1991, Congress again formed the 

government in Haryana.  

 Code of Conduct is a set of norms and guidelines to be followed by political parties 

and contesting candidates during election time.  

 Reserved constituencies are there for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and 

Other Backward Classes.  

  

  

     Question/ Answers  

          

         Q1. What do you mean by Elections?  

        Ans. Mechanism by which people can choose their representatives at regular intervals and 

change them if they wish to do so. This mechanism is called election.  

a) They can choose who will make laws for them.  

b) They can choose who will form the government and take major decisions.   



c) They can choose the party whose policies will guide the government and law making.  

  

        Q2. What makes an election democratic?  

        Ans. 1) Everyone should be able to choose. This means that everyone should have one vote and 

every vote should have equal value.   

2) There should be something to choose from. Parties and candidates should be free to contest 

elections and should offer some real choice to the voters.   

3) The choice should be offered at regular intervals. Elections must be held regularly after every 

few years.  

4) The candidate preferred by the people should get elected.  

5) Elections should be conducted in a free and fair manner where people can choose as they really 

wish.  

  

  

      Q3. What are Constituencies?  

     Ans. The country is divided into different areas for purpose of elections. These areas are called 

electoral constituencies. The voters who live in an area elect one representatives. For Lok Sabha 

elections, the country is divided into 543 constituencies.  

  

     

    Q4. Why there is a  requirement of Reserved Constituencies?  

    Ans. (1) The makers of our Constitution thought of a special system of reserved constituencies for 

the weaker sections.  

(2) Some constituencies are reserved for people who belong to the Scheduled Castes (SC) and 

Scheduled Tribes (ST).   

(3) In the Lok Sabha, 84 seats are reserved for the Scheduled Castes and 47 for the Scheduled 

Tribes.   

(4) Thus, the reserved  seats for SC and ST do not take away the legitimate share of any other 

social group.  

(5) In many states, seats in rural and urban local bodies are now reserved for Other Backward 

Classes (OBC) as well. However, the proportion of seats reserved varies from state to state.  



(6) Similarly, one third of the seats are reserved in rural and urban local bodies for women 

candidates.  

  

  

    Q5. What is the significance of  EPIC?  

   Ans. In the last few years a new system of Election Photo Identity Card ( EPIC)  has been 

introduced. The government has tried to give this card to every person on the voters list. The voters 

are required to carry this card when they go out to vote, so that no one can vote for someone else.  

  

  

     Q6. Who can contest an election and what are the guidelines given by the Supreme Court 

for the nomination of candidates?  

    Ans.  (1) The minimum age to contest elections is 25 years, while it is only 18 years for being a 

voter.  

(2) Political parties nominate their candidates who get the party symbol and support. Party’s 

nomination is often called ‘party ticket’.  

(3) Every person who wishes to contest an election has to fill a ‘nomination form’ and give some 

money as security deposit.  

  

      Every candidate has to make some legal declaration, giving full details of:-  

1) Serious criminal cases pending against the candidate.  

2) Details of the assets and liabilities of the candidate and his or her family.   

3) Educational qualification of the candidate.  

  

    

    Q7. Write some of the important slogans given by different political parties?  

    Ans. (1) The Congress party led by Indira Gandhi gave the slogan of Garibi Hatao in the Lok 

Sabha elections of 1971.   

(2) Save democracy was the slogan given by Janata party in the next Lok Sabha elections held in 

1977.   



(3) The Left Front used the slogan of Land to the Tiller in West Bengal Assembly elections held 

in 1977.   

(4) Protect the Self Respect of the Telugus was the slogan used by N.T. Rama Rao, the leader 

of the Telugu Desam party in Andhra Pradesh Assembly elections in 1983.  

  

    Q8. How does our election law regulates the campaign?  

  Ans. It is sometimes necessary to regulate campaigns to ensure that every political party and 

candidate gets a fair and equal chance to compete. According to our election law no party or 

candidate can :-  

(1) Bribe or threaten voters.   

(2) Appeal to them in the name of caste or religion.   

(3) Use government resources for election campaign, and   

(4) Spend more than Rs.25 lakh in a Constituency for a Lok Sabha election or Rs.10 lakh in a 

constituency in an Assembly election.  

    

    Q9. What are the Code of Conduct for election campaign?  

  Ans. According to this, no party or candidate can :-  

(1) Use any place of worship for election propaganda.   

(2) Use government vehicles, aircrafts and officials for elections.  

(3) Once elections are announced, ministers shall not lay foundation stones of any projects, take 

any big policy decisions or make any promises of providing public facilities.  

  

    Q10. Who appoints an Election Commissioner?  

    Ans. The Chief Election Commissioner is appointed by the President of India.  

  

    Q11. Why Election Commissioner is independent? State its power.  

   Ans. The Chief Election Commissioner is appointed by the President of India. Once appointed, the 

Chief Election Commissioner is not answerable to the President or the government. Even if the 

ruling party or the government does not like what the Commissioner does, it is virtually impossible 

for it to remove the Chief Election Commissioner.   

(1) Election Commissioner takes decisions on every aspect of conduct and control of elections 

from the announcement of elections to the declaration of results.   



(2) It implements the Code of Conduct and punishes any candidate or party that violates it.  

(3) During the election period, the Election Commissioner can order the government to follow 

some guidelines, to prevent use and misuse of governmental power,  to enhance its chances 

to win elections, or to transfer some government officials.   

(4) When on election duty, government officers work under the control of the Election  

Commissioner and not the government..  

  

   Q12. What are the limitations and  challenges of Indian election?   

Ans. (1) Candidates and parties with a lot of money may not be sure of their victory but they do 

enjoy a big and unfair advantage over smaller parties and independents.  

(2) In some parts of the country, candidates with criminal connection have been able to push 

others out of the electoral race and to secure a 'ticket' from major parties.Q   

(3) Some families tend to dominate political parties, tickets are distributed to relatives from these 

families.  

(4) Very often elections offer little choice to ordinary citizens, for both the major parties are quite 

similar to each other both in politics and practice.  

(5) Smaller parties and independent candidates suffer a huge disadvantage compared to bigger 

parties.  

  

  Q13. What is Universal Adult Franchise?  

Ans. Universal adult franchise mean every  citizen above the age of 18 is having a right to vote 

without any discrimination on the basis of religion, caste, gender, colour etc.  

  

  

  


